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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Requested For Continued Examination 

1 . The request filed on 09/20/04 for a Requested For Continued Examination (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/921 ,446 is acceptable and a 
RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

2. Claims 9-41 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9, 15 and 24 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
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Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 9-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Draper 
etal. (US. Patent No. 6,581,062 B1). 

Regarding on claims 9, 15 and 24, Draper teaches a computer-readable medium 
containing a data structure, the data structure having rows and column, the data 
structure comprising: a plurality of rows of the data structure; and a type value 1 
associated with each of the plurality of rows of the data structure, the type value 
identifying a set of one or more columns of the data structure associated with the 
corresponding row, thereby enabling the set of columns for each f the plurality of rows 
to vary based upon the type value for that row (FIG. 3 illustrated a structured 
organization for storing the semi-structured data of FIG. 2a-2b, in accordance with one 
embodiment. As illustrated, structured organization 52' include four relational tables 62- 
68. Table 62 includes one column each for storing identifiers of entities A, B, C, D, E 
and G, and data for entities C and D wherein the relational table includes rows which 
identified the columns in the same tables) (coll. 4, lines 29-43). 

Regarding on claims 10, 16 and 25, Draper teaches the computer-readable 
medium recited in claim 36 wherein a sub-column of one of the sub-rows of the nested 
data structure includes a further nested data structure (table 64 includes one column 
each for storing identifiers for entity E, F and data for entities F, whereas table 66 
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includes one column each for entities F. Similarly, table 68 includes one column each 
for storing identifiers for entities A, H and I, and data for entity I" (col. 4, lines 33-43). 

Regarding on claims 11,17 and 26, Draper teaches the computer-readable 
medium recited in claim 9, wherein the data structure is a nested conditional relation 
data structure (table 64 includes one column each for storing identifiers for entity E, F 
and data for entities F, whereas table 66 includes one column each for entities F. 
Similarly, table 68 includes one column each for storing identifiers for entities A, H and I, 

and data for entity I" (col. 4, lines 33-43). 

t 

Regarding on claims 12, 18 an 27, Draper teaches the computer-readable 
medium recited in claim 33 wherein at least two rows of the data structure contain 
different type values in the type column (table 64 includes one column each for storing 
identifiers for entity E, F and data for entities F, whereas table 66 includes one column 
each for entities F. Similarly, table 68 includes one column each for storing identifiers 
for entities A, H and I, and data for entity I" (col. 4, lines 33-43). 

Regarding on claims 13, 19 and 28, Draper teaches the computer-readable 
medium of claim 37 wherein at least two sub-rows of the nested data structure contain 
different type values in the type sub-column. 

Regarding on claims 14, 20 and 29, Draper teaches the computer-readable 
medium of claim 9 wherein the type value for each of the plurality of rows identifies a 
schema for a type (table 64 includes one column each for storing identifiers for entity E, 
F and data for entities F, whereas table 66 includes one column each for entities F. 
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Similarly, table 68 includes one column each for storing identifiers for entities A, H and I, 
and data for entity I" (col. 4, lines 33-43). 

Regarding on claims 33, Draper teaches the computer-readable medium as 
recited in claim 9, the data structure comprising a type column including the type values 
for the display of rows (table 64 includes one column each for storing identifiers for 
entity E, F and data for entities F, whereas table 66 includes one column each for 
entities F. Similarly, table 68 includes one column each for storing identifiers for entities 
A, H and I, and data for entity I" (col. 4, lines 33-43). 

Regarding on claims 36, 38 and 40, Draper teaches the computer-readable 
medium of claim 9, the data structure further comprising: 

A nested data structure, the nested data structure including sub-rows and sub- 
column, each of the sub-rows having a type value identifying a set of one or more sub- 
columns of the nested data structure associated with the corresponding sub-row, 
thereby enabling the set of sub-column for each of the plurality of sub-rows to vary 
based upon the type value for that sub-row (table 64 includes one column each for 
storing identifiers for entity E, F and data for entities F, whereas table 66 includes one 
column each for entities F. Similarly, table 68 includes one column each for storing 
identifiers for entities A, H and I, and data for entity I" (col. 4, lines 33-43). 

Regarding on claims 37, 39 and 41, Draper teaches the computer readable 
medium as recited in claim 36, wherein one of the sub-columns is a type sub-column 
including the type value for the sub-rows (table 64 includes one column each for storing 
identifiers for entity E, F and data for entities F, whereas table 66 includes one column 
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each for entities F. Similarly, table 68 includes one column each for storing identifiers 
for entities A, H and I, and data for entity I" (col. 4, lines 33-43). 

Regarding on claims 21 and 30, Draper teaches the method recited in claim 15 
and 30 including: 

Providing a data store in a first format (col. 9, lines 51-65); 

Providing a mapping of the first format to a second format (col. 9, lines 51-65); 

Receiving a query for a data store based on the second format (col. 9, lines 51- 

Generating a query based on the first format using the received query and the 
providing mapping (col. 9, lines 51-65); and 

Executing the generated query based on the first format against the provided 
data store in the first format to generate data wherein the generated data is stored in the 
created data structure (col. 9, lines 51-65). 

Regarding on claims 22 and 31 , Draper teaches the method recited in claims 21 
and 31 including the data of the created data structure into data in the second format 
(col. 9, lines 51-65). 

Regarding on claims 23 and 32, Draper teaches the method recited in claim 21 
and 30 wherein the second format is an XML format (col. 9, lines 51-65). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baoquoc N. To whose telephone number is at 571-272- 
4041 or via e-mail BaoquocN.To@uspto.gov. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached at 571-272-4107. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231. 



The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follow: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official Communication] 



Baoquoc N. To 
January 5, 2004 




